
Appendix 5 

Scrutiny Management Board Briefing from Chair of 
Communities and Place Scrutiny Advisory Board 
 

1.0 Purpose of Update 

1.1 This report updates Scrutiny Management Board (SMB) on the work of 
Communities and Place Scrutiny Advisory Board and any issues and 
developments that have occurred since the last meeting of SMB. 

2.0 Board Meeting Update 

2.1 The Communities and Place Scrutiny Advisory Board has met twice since the 
last meeting of the Scrutiny Management Board on 15 March 2019 and 7 
June 2019. The Board has considered the following issues:  

 The plans for implementation of the recommendations made by the 
Board’s Waste and Third Sector Task and Finish Group accepted by 
Cabinet in February, including potential for improvements to 
information and advice for the public, reuse at Household Waste 
Recycling Centres, and securing resources to support reuse activity; 
 

 A request for engagement in assessment of feasibility and potential 
development of proposals to reopen the Keswick to Penrith Railway 
Line. The Board expressed an interest in receiving information about 
future consultations and other developments; 

 

 The Council’s preparations for the forthcoming inspection by Her 
Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire and Rescue Services 
(HMICFRS), including how the work of the Board’s working group had 
informed activity; 

 

 An evaluation of the pilot activity of the Cumbria Transport operations 
Team in relation to transport for vulnerable adults and those with 
special educational needs and disabilities in the south of the county; 

 

 Plans and preparations for the implementation of the Highways Permit 
Scheme; 

 

 The work of the Highways Condition and Inspection Team; 
 

 Changes to national policy in relation to waste, the Council’s 
engagement in related consultations, and implications of new policy for 
the Council; 

 



 The Council’s approach to securing resources for infrastructure through 
planning obligations, and minimising the risk of creating new unfunded 
spending needs. 
 

3.0 The Board’s work programme 

 

3.1 Work has been undertaken to further develop the Board’s work programme 
for the coming months. The Board’s focus over the next year will include: 
 

 The Council’s role and contribution to delivery of the new Industrial 
Strategy for the county; 

 Responses to the programme of change being introduced in national 
policy on waste; 

 The redesign of services for highways customers and improvements to 
the digital offer;  

 The outcome and follow-up to the inspection of the Council’s Fire and 
Rescue Service; 

 National developments and local opportunities in respect of rural 
strategy and lobbying; 

 Evaluation of the pilot activity in respect of plastic road surfacing; and, 

 Tracking implementation of Task and Finish Group recommendations 
agreed by Cabinet over the last 2 years. 

 
 

4.0 Conclusion 

4.1 There are a wide range of issues facing the Council and Cumbria relating to 
the remit of the Communities and Place Board. The Board will continue to 
focus on a number of critical issues over the coming few months, informed by 
evidence and intelligence, the Council Plan Delivery Plan and other key 
strategies, plans and programmes. 

 

Chair: Cllr S Collins 


